
Auto Component Industry 
gearing up for EV future

Fo  the auto oi e a d its o po e t i dus-
t ies to gea  up fo  the EV futu e eeds a t e e -

dous push f o  the Go e e t. The Naio al 
Ele t i  Mo ilit  Missio s Faste  Adopio  a d 
Ma ufa tu i g of H id a d Ele t i  ehi les o  
FAME le el e isages ‘s. - o e i a ial oost 
to the i dust  i  the i st t o is als sta i g ith 
the u e t ea .

I dust  e pe ts sa  that I dia  o po e t 
supplie s a e te h ologi all  laggi g  oughl  
a de ade to eet the EV halle ge. B  , the 
EV o po e t seg e t is e pe ted to g o  

to oughl  $  illio  i  I dia. E e  though the 
de li i g osts of lithiu -io  ate ies  -  
pe  e t is e pe ted to ake EV sales o e at-
t a i e i  I dia the dete e t fa to  is that the 
ha gi g i f ast u tu e eeds to e de eloped 
et.

EVs e ui e  pe  e t fe  o i g pa ts tha  
the t adiio al ehi les, hi h ea s lo e  e-
ha i al o ple it  too. Thei  o po e ts also 

u de go less ea  a d tea  that a  hu t ate -

a ket sales. The I dia  o po e t supplie s a  
e gage i  the usi ess of pa ts a d asse lies of 
e- oto s, the al a age e t, o e to s a d 
po e  ele t o i s  a  of alig i g the sel es 

ith the EV seg e t. I  the passe ge  us seg-
e t, the u e t s e a io states EV pe et aio  

is possi le o l  th ough i e i es a d  ea s 
ate  a a t  a d that too i  the i t a- it  se -

to  o i g to the et to e esol ed a ge a iet  
issues.

I
ndia is going to leapfrog to EVs bypassing the hybrids. The Indian automotive 

industry is gearing up, but the auto component sector is scrambling to play catch 

up. In the times of xEVs (hybrid and electric vehicles), the aftermarket is also 

probably going to face some tough times. At the 14th Auto Expo Component Show 

2018, the industry’s conidence and the possible insecurities were evident. If around 
the world strong growth is forecast for hybrid and electric vehicles (xEVs), in India 

the xEV market is still rather tiny. And hence the obvious teething troubles.

Mr. Vinnie Mehta, Director General – ACMA

By Sarada Vishnubhatla
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A post-e e t hat 
ith M . Vi ie Mehta, 

Di e to -Ge e al, ACMA, 
e ealed ho  the as-

so iaio  is ha dli g the 
halle ges that a  eithe  

add to o  o  the I dia  
auto oi e o po e t 
i dust  of sta i g ahead 
i  the a e to the EV age.

I  ou  opi io , has the 
focus of the 14th Auto 

Expo Component Show 

ee  a hie ed?
This p o a l  is the i st 

i e he  e ha e had 
glo al CEOs a d pu hase 
delegaio s i  la ge u e s isii g the sho . “o the p i a  
fo us I thi k has ee  a hie ed. “e o dl , the e a e a  
egulaio s that the Go e e t is se ious a out, like safet , 

e issio s, e i o e t, o  t a siio i g to B“  a d, i  that 
o te t, the e ha e ee  uesio s a out the p epa ed ess 

of the o po e t i dust . The sho  a s e ed the  i  the 
ai ai e.

A d the est pa t is that this sho  has e o e te h olog -
fo used a d the pa i ipa ts ha e highl  ele a t p odu ts a d 
soluio s, hethe  fo  B“ , safet , e issio s o  light- eighi g. 
This sho  has also ade e ide t that a  I dia  o pa ies 
a e o  ili g fo  pate ts o  a e sho asi g pate ted p odu ts. 

What were the major challenges in organizing the show in 

ie  of the poo  i f ast u tu e at the e ue that s a  o ious 
e eso e?

The iggest halle ge as that e do ot ha e a e ue a  
o e. We had to de li e pa i ipaio  f o  p o a l   o  
o e o pa ies. A d fo  the ,  I dia  pa i ipa ts,  

i te aio al delegaio s a d se e  ou t  pa ilio s, e had 
to aio  the spa e. U less e uild i f ast u tu e, ou  g o th 

ill e o st ai ed, ut e ha e the apa ilit  to sho ase the 
est of hat e a e toda .
You e io ed the p epa ed ess of the auto o po e t 

i dust  to take o  EVs  . The i se u it  as isi le 
e ause of the less u e  of o i g pa ts i  EVs. Ho  does 

ACMA pla  to eassu e the o po e t a ufa tu e s?
If ou o pa e the halle ges of t a siio i g to B“ VI a d 

taki g o  EVs, the fo e  see s easie  e ause the i dust  
has a  idea a out the u e  of ehi les. But ith EVs, its 
a o phous e ause the e is o oad ap f o  the Go e e t 
et a d he e i di idual auto oi e o pa ies a ot ha e 

thei  ehi le a ufa tu i g pla s. “i e the u e  of o i g 
pa ts ill go do , so the  also eed to k o  ho  to le e age 
thei  e isi g st e gths to o e fo a d, di e sif  o  should 
the  e it the i dust ? But, a o di g to ou  studies, the est 
ase s e a io fo   ould e o l  -  pe  e t of the 
ehi le ase hi h ill go ele t i . 

But the o po e t i dust  is at least a de ade ehi d 
he  it o es to ele t i  o ilit  te h olog . The latest 

is that the a ks ha e sta ted uesio i g the o po e t 
i dust s i est e ts i  the t adiio al upg adaio  B“ VI 

e ause the pa a k pe iod is -  ea s, hi h ea s it ill 
e  a d  the  it ill e o e edu da t. “o, the soo e  

the Go e e t a ou es the oad ap the ete  it is fo  
the i dust .

So, hat eeds to e esol ed u ge tl ?
We a e o e of the la gest e plo e t ge e ato s i  the 

i dust . But e eithe  ha e the te h olog  o  the ight skill 
set. Ou  ost of i a i g is high, a d e a e the highest i te -

est ate ou t ies i  the o ld. Both ou  te h olog  eaio  
i de  a d i dust -a ade ia li kage ate poo l . The e is t e-

e dous a ou t of o k that eeds to e do e. The Go e -

e t a  help the i dust   a  of ‘&D hi h is ii al fo  
the de elop e t of te h olog  a d us ei g o peii e. 

I  the i augu al sessio , the ACMA P eside t e uested the 
ho o a le Mi iste s of Hea  I dust ies a d Co e e to 
integrate AMP 2026 in the new industrial policy that is being 

fo ulated. What is the futu e of auto oi e i dust  i  that 
light?

We ha e had a su essful Auto oi e Missio  Pla  . ‘ega d-
i g the i teg aio  of AMP  i to the p oposed i dust ial 
poli  e do ot ish fo  ulipli it  of poli  a ou e e ts. 
But the halle ges a e that he  e ega  o ki g o  the 
AMP fou  ea s ago, the e as o o ept of e- o ilit  o  the 
ho izo . Cu e tl , the Mi ist  of Co e e is o ki g o  a 

e  i dust ial poli , hile the Mi ist  of Hea  I dust ies is 
d ati g a e  auto poli . The logi al idea is fo  these t o to 
o e ge. 

What ki d of i p o e e ts a e ou looki g fo a d to i  
Auto E po ?

As a  i dust  e ha e deli e ed. No  it is up to the Go e -

e t to deli e  o  the i f ast u tu e. The e s e ough assu a e 
f o  it that e ill ha e a o ld- lass e ue i  pla e  . 
We a e ead .                                                                                       w
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